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Parking: 

At this time, with the current population of the area, there are very few locations for on‐street parking.  Several property 

owners have made modifications to their property to help ensure that their (or their guests) vehicles do not encroach on 

the already narrow section of road.  According to the plans of this development there have been no visitor parking 

allowances for any of the 5 units.  I, myself, have never yet seen a townhouse development without additional onsite 

guest parking.  I have spoken to many nearby residents and all are concerned with parking issues that this development 

will incur, both during construction and after the units have been sold.  

Community Infrastructure: 

I also ask that the Municipality takes into consideration, for this and all future development applications of this kind, 

that Brentwood Bay’s current infrastructure has some serious limitations.  Our local elementary schools are now at 

maximum capacity, our out‐of‐school and daycare waitlists are over a year long, sports programs and activities are near 

impossible to enrol in due to limited spaces, medical care is scarce, limited parking in the village, a lack of sidewalks, 

lighted intersections, public bus service, waste collection and areas for dog owners to safely run their pets.  Properties 

should not be subdivided into lots too small for children to play or for a dog to run, when these community concerns 

have not yet been remedied by the Municipality.   

Future precedence:   

There are 3 properties to the East of 1255 Marchant Rd that are the same size and in the future could face the same 

type of application for development.  That would, in the end, add a total of 20 homes to a 270ft span of already 

congested roadway with no additional parking spaces.   Hydro and other utilities will quite likely not be able to support 

this increase in density and will need to be upgraded, the road in its current condition would never withstand the 

additional traffic and would need to be replaced.   In the past year, we have already seen 3 new homes built on 

Marchant Rd by a developer and 1 more is in the process of being built by a property owner. 

Over the past 40 years many residential large lot property owners in Brentwood Bay panhandled their own property 

which allowed for 1 more residential property to become available.  The property owner mentioned above, is now able 

to provide an opportunity for their family member to live on their original piece of land.  This situation is entirely 

acceptable. 

The townhouse application at 1255 Marchant Rd has been presented by a young, keen developer that doesn’t live in the 

area, wanting to take one lot, asking for the rules to be changed for their sole purpose of overdeveloping the land, just 

to make a personal profit.  When he spoke to inquisitive neighbours after he purchased the property he told them that 

he would be presenting a 3 townhouse unit proposal. 

This is a decision that will set the precedence on how future applications of a similar kind will be determined.  Future 

councils will have to attempt to remedy the long term complications created by allowing townhouse developments in 

single family home zoned areas of the community.   I ask that you please decline the application and approve nothing 

more than a panhandle application which would allow 1 single family dwelling on each piece of land. 

Thank you for your time, 

James and Joanne van Oort 
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February 23, 2024 

 

To: Central Saanich Mayor and Council 

Email: municipalhall@csaanich.ca 

 

I am writing to you to express my serious concerns re the proposal for 1255 Marchant 
Rd. In Brentwood Bay. 

 

This proposal requests 4 variances which, in itself, is an indication that this development 
from the start, exceeds the current municipal guidelines. These guidelines are there for 
the protection of all property owners. Five townhouses with driveways and garages far 
exceeds what this property should accommodate without serious impact on the 
surrounding properties. Setbacks are essential to ensure builders do not adversely 
affect the surrounding neighborhood. They help prevent drainage issues, flooding, fire 
risks, etc. These setbacks lessen the likelihood of such issues by preventing building 
too close to the property line and also by not allowing too much land being covered by 
buildings and cement.  This proposal also asks for a variance regarding the protection 
of specific trees. These trees assist in soil preservation and proper drainage which 
protects adjoining properties from flooding. Our soil in this area is clay with poor 
drainage and we have spent 30 years planting deep rooting trees and bushes to protect 
our lot from flooding. Allowing the removal of the protected trees at 1255 Marchant and 
covering such a high percentage of the property with buildings and cement will affect 
the drainage on all 3 of the neighbouring properties. As one of the properties adjoining 
this lot in the proposal, we feel the negative impact on our backyard would be 
significant. 

Marchant Rd. is a fairly high traffic area feeding both Bayside and Brentwood Schools 
and is a more direct route from West Saanich Rd. to lower Brentwood.  Emergency 
vehicles, fire, ambulance and police, also use thls road on a regular basis to service this 
part of the community, rather than driving through the more congested center of town by 
the Schools and businesses. This road is used by a vast number of pedestrians and 
many school children who use the path directly across from 1255 Marchant to get to 
and from school and Brentwood Center safely. Marchant Rd. is a narrow road with no 
sidewalks and ditches on both sides, and therefore limits street parking resulting in 
many homeowners creating parking spaces on their properties to avoid parking on this 
already narrow road. The proposal does not provide for any visitor parking and also 
doesn’t seem to provide much parking for each of these five townhouses. 



 

I would also ask that Council consider not only the immediate impact of this particular 
proposal but also the long range ramifications on our community’s current infrastructure. 
Our schools, daycares, recreation facilities, are all at capacity.  Friends and family are 
all complaining that these services and opportunities are sorely lacking in our 
community and excessive proposals in residential areas such as this one, will only 
serve to increase that shortage. Recent changes to the municipality’s guidelines for infill 
housing allowing patio homes, cottages and carriage houses greatly contributes to our 
need for additional housing while still considering the impact on the neighbours. 
However, this type of proposal for 1255 Marchant Rd. almost mocks the care and 
thought that went into these new infill guidelines. Council’s decision on this particular 
proposal can very well set a precedent for how future development proposals are 
handled. While increased housing is a real need, we hope that decisions on these types 
of proposals and their impact on neighbouring properties are made with an overall view 
to not negatively impact your current citizens and their properties. We ask that Council 
not approve this proposal of 5 townhouse units and limit it to one home towards the 
front of the lot with a panhandle lot for only one additional home. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Regards 

Dale and Dana Quarry 

1244 Marin Park Close 

Brentwood Bay,  BC  
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Sian Bell

From: no-reply@centralsaanich.ca
Sent: Sunday, February 25, 2024 11:28 AM
To: Municipal Hall
Subject: Mayor & Council email form submission from centralsaanich.ca

Submitted on Sun, 02/25/2024 ‐ 11:28am 

Submitted by: Anonymous 

Submitted values are: 

Subject 
1255 Marchand road 
 
Full Name 
David Bury 
 
Phone Number 

 
 
Address 
972 Josephine road 
Brentwood Bay, B.C.. V8M1B3 
 
Neighbourhood 
Brentwood Bay 
 
Email 

 
 
Message 
To Central Sannich Council, 
I am writing this letter to voice my concerns about the proposed development at 1255 Marchand road. I am totally 
opposed to this as Marchant road and our infrastructure cannot handle such a ludicrous idea. I understand the need for 
housing but this is totally ridiculous. I feel for all the neighbours that this will affect their properties as well. There is no 
way Marchant road which is busy enough can support this proposal, it’s just another way for these developers to make 
money, as they don’t care if they cut down our trees and wreck our community to make a buck. I urge Central Saanich 
Council to show some back bone and squash this proposal. There has to be another way of developing this site that is 
better suited for everyone. Thankyou for your time. 

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the District of 
Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination, distribution or duplication of 
this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly authorized otherwise. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.”  
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Sian Bell

From: Brian Watt 
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2024 10:34 AM
To: Municipal Hall
Subject: Council meeting-development 1255 Marchant Rd.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[You don't o en get email from  Learn why this is important at 
h ps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIden fica on ] 
 
I live across the street from 1255 Marchant and I am very concerned with the poten al of increased on‐street parking 
with the development of 5 town homes. Marchant Rd asphalt surface is 50 meters wide and into comparison the 
adjacent street Knute Way ( a cul‐de‐sac) is 90 meters.  Marchant Rd is an extremely busy road, with transi ng school 
children to both schools. The road is also used as a shortcut to avoid traffic lights at Wallace/West Saanich.  1255 was 
demolished last summer and yet the development sign went up a few days ago with a mee ng this Monday. Not a lot of 

me for people to voice their concern. We all understand that progress is inevitable, however I trust that Central Saanich 
will look carefully at the present infrastructure with plan that includes safety above all. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
“The informa on contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confiden al informa on of the District of 
Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemina on, distribu on or duplica on 
of this communica on is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly authorized otherwise. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 
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Informing is only part of it, there needs to be time for a person to review and understand the proposals and what is 

impacting them and give time for them to prepare.    

What is being proposed is an excessive development plan for the property at 1255 Marchant Road, with significant 

negative impacts to the land and nature, the neighbouring properties, and infrastructure of the surrounding community. 

This application proposal is not about providing “infill” housing or substructures, it seems to be about unnecessarily 

crowding every inch of the property with houses and cement, to get as much out of the property, but to do so also want 

to change how that is accomplished. If the developer built it to suit the property type and size without variances the 

development application would be what it should be, a pan‐handle lot, with two houses, not for an entire 5‐unit 

townhouse complex. 

 

 

Included in this application are 4 variances that are staggering, and incredibly incongruent to the property’s current 

regulated limits. For the council to approve this application and any of these variances would be a complete disregard to 

the neighbouring community, and lead to a precedent that is wildly unnecessary and should not be established on this 

property. The municipal set backs currently in place are there for a reason and are paramount to the integrity of the 

neighboring properties and current infrastructure of the area. This is not the property to explore pushing the boundaries 

of a property’s land tolerance. 

 

 

I have had the privilege of living my entire life on the traditional territory of the W̱SÁNEĆ people which includes 

W̱JOȽEȽP (Tsartlip) and SȾÁUTW̱ (Tsawout) First Nations. My family home will be significantly impacted by the choices 

that council makes regarding the topic property. As with all of the surrounding properties, including the topic property, 

we have planted trees and other foliage that work in tandem with the current municipal set backs/regulations in place. 

The municipal setbacks and existing trees help prevent flooding, protect our homes and yards from wind, give us shade, 

and are homes to wildlife. The topic property itself contains trees that are protected, and there has been much 

development in neighbourhoods such as this one, that the council has allowed for the destruction of protected trees. It 

is absolutely appalling, even more so when it is not necessary, and only needed to ensure the developer gets the 

maximum usage for this excessive application. With the approval of this application, the development will increase the 

susceptibility to flooding of the area. of  Applications should ensure it works symbiotically with the existing land, 

community and neighbouring properties, this application is so far removed from  

any of those principles. 

 

 

We as a community, council included, should be doing all that we can to ensure that growth and development is not 

explosive and at the expense of the integrity of the land. We should be growing sustainably, and that includes saving 

what we can from being destroyed. Of note, the demolition of the existing dwelling on the topic property already 

coincidentally included the destruction of every single fruit bearing tree and berry born bush on the property. This 

proposal seeks to destroy more of the ecosystem that nature and our neighbourhood has spent years building.  

The allowance of this development as it has been proposed, when weighed against the reality of the area, as with many 

areas of Central Saanich, this proposal in this area of Brentwood Bay should not be entertained. It needs to be scaled 

way down to be consistent with the current bylaws and regulations. 

Central Saanich has many areas with limitations in their current state, and the topic property’s location being one of 

these areas. Marchant Road is a small, narrow road, no sidewalks and limited visibility, therefore, to add more dense 

excessive housing with limited parking (even after cementing the entire land to build the townhouses) will cause parking 

to pour onto the street. It will also increase the traffic to that portion of the road, which it cannot withstand. Marchant 

Road cannot withstand that level of parking or increased traffic. The topic property is located on a street with many 

children, and families, it is directly located across from a pathway to Brentwood Bay school. The development would 

surely cause great concern for the users of the road, which includes families, people walking their pets, seniors, children 

riding their bikes, and walking to and from school. 
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In respect of the road use itself, Marchant is already a busy road at its capacity, as it provides access to the lower 

portions of Brentwood. It is a direct route for all emergency vehicles/first responders to be able to gain access safely and 

efficiently to community members in the lower portions of Brentwood Bay. To approve an excessive development such 

as this would undoubtedly cause safety issues for those who use Marchant Road. 

 

 

Furthermore, on the topic of road use for Marchant, it is also our neighbourhood’s understanding that the current road 

allowance along the southside of Marchant road is to account for access to the sewer system, and the storm drain 

system which assists in preventing flooding.  

As I have noted briefly above, this type of precedent on this piece of land should not be permitted. There is already 

development underway on other portions of Marchant Road, that saw the destruction of protected trees (thankfully a 

couple were saved), and will be bringing increased traffic, more hydro and water usage that the current capacity limits 

may or may not be able to handle, without any planned upgrades. We can be certain more applications for similar 

properties will be up for application in future, as such approving this application would be a disservice to our 

community.   

 

 

Currently there is a property that had an application approved on Marchant Road to develop a panhandle lot for a family 

member. That application and proposal was reasonable and in scope and to scale of the property, it is a completely 

acceptable development. 

 

 

It appears that the developer does not have a sense of, or is not familiar with, the community that this area of Central 

Saanich is trying to maintain. The application for development that is being proposed is unnecessary and appears to be 

for a singular purpose; to overdevelop the property for their own personal gain. We are not saying that development is 

not needed, or that we object to any development on the property, we are asking for council to not set the community 

up for failure. We are asking for the council to please reject this application for a development permit, as it does not fit 

with current precedent, it is an over‐ask, over development of land, and seeks to re‐chart the direction of this 

community and have regulations and bylaws changed to suit them with no regard for anything or anyone else. To 

approve this application would bring significant irreversible impacts to not only future applications brought before 

council, but also the neighbouring properties and the immediate community.  

 

 

I want to thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. I do appreciate the tough roles you have in reviewing 

these applications and maintaining balance within your community.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jennifer Quarry  

1244 Marin Park Close, Brentwood bay 

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the District of 
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