Pamela Martin

From: Agendas <agendas@langford.ca>

Sent: February 15, 2024 8:40 AM

To: PSSG.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Cc: mayor@oakbay.ca; premier@gov.bc.ca; mitzi.dean.MLA@Ieg.bc.ca;

MCF.Minister@gov.bc.ca; AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca; MMHA Minister@gov.bc.ca;
pacificcentre@pcfsa.org; cplant@crd.bc.ca; mtait@crd.bc.ca; legislativeservices@victoria.ca;
info@oakbay.ca; reception@saanich.ca; Municipal Hall; admin@sidney.ca;
corporateservices@northsaanich.ca; Info; lcondon@highlands.ca;
Corporate.Services@esquimalt.ca; info@viewroyal.ca; info@colwood.ca; info@metchosin.ca;
community@sd61.bc.ca; info@sd62.bc.ca; inquiries@saanichschools.ca; info@csf.bc.ca

Subject: Letter of Support - Pacific Centre Family Services Assn Crime Reduction and Exploitation
Diversion (CRED) and Greater Victoria's Mobile Youth Services Team (MYST)
Attachments: Support Letter - City of Langford .pdf

You don't often get email from agendas@langford.ca. Learn why this is important

Good morning,

Please find attached a letter from the City of Langford Council providing support for funding of the Pacific Centre Family
Services Association's Crime Reduction & Exploitation Diversion (CRED) program in association with Greater Victoria's
Mobile Youth Services Team (MYST).

Thank you,
Nisa Johnston
Legislative Services Administrative Coordinator

City of Langford
£ 250.478.7882
2nd Floor, 877 Goldstream Avenue | Langford, BC V9B 2X8

Langford.ca <

Langford | where it all happens.

Please review our email privacy policy at Langford.ca/privacypolicy

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the District of Central
Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination, distribution or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.”



2024/02/06

The Honourable Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General

Dear Deputy Premier Farnworth,

RE: Funding for Pacific Centre Family Services Association’s Crime Reduction & Exploitation
Diversion (CRED) program in association with Greater Victoria’s Mobile Youth Services Team
(MYST)

The City of Langford Council would like to express their gratitude to you and your staff for
securing funding to enable another year of essential work by the Pacific Centre Family Services
Association’s Crime Reduction & Exploitation Diversion (CRED) program in association with
Greater Victoria’s Mobile Youth Services Team (MYST).

We would like to echo advocacy letters by re-stating the following:
e Critical need for stable, long-term funding for CRED/MYST
¢ The extension of MYST police officer postings to five years given the extended period
required for officers to deliver the unique skills required to work with vulnerable youth;
and
¢ The creation of two additional CRED/MYST teams in Greater Victoria to deal with the
rising case load.

CRED’s Mia Golden and her MYST partner, Constable Gord Magee from the Victoria Police
Department are the only two-person CRED/MYST team in the region, and the pair continue to
handle 150+ active case files involving children and teenagers at severe risk of exploitation,
homelessness, sexualized violence, drug addiction and gang recruitment.

At the October 26, 2023 Victoria Family Court and Youth Justice Committee meeting, Ms.
Golden noted that gang representatives from the lower mainland continue to recruit new
members in Greater Victoria. Further, she noted that violence on our streets is rising and online
exploitation is increasingly normalized.

The City of Langford recognizes the complexity of these issues and is appreciative of the

response by all orders of government, your Ministry and the Greater Victoria Integrated Police
" Units. We wish to advocate for the CRED/MYST service’s continuation and expansion. The

heavy case load, work required with parents and familities, and critical intervention needed
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within the schooling system would benefit from additional support in the form of another
CRED/MYST team bringing the total to three. This would allow for a round-the-clock effort to be
made interevening and preventing these dangerous situations.

Sincerely,

) mrer

Mayor Scott Goodmanson
City of Langford

Cc Regional Governance Council - Integrated Police Units
Kevin Murdoch, Co-Chair, RGU-IPU
Paula Kully, Executive Assistant, Oak Bay Police Department

Cc Premier David Eby
Hon. Mitzi Dean, Minister of Children and Family Development
Hon. Grace Lore, Minister of State for Child Care
Hon. Niki Sharma, Attorney General
Hon. Jennifer Whiteside, Minister of Mental Health and Addictions
Liz Nelson, Executive Director, Pacific Centre Family Services Association
CRD Chair Colin Plant
CRD Vice Chair Maja Tait
CRD Municipalities
SD#61, SD#62, SD#63, SD#93
Mitzi Dean Esquimalt-Metchosin Constituency Office
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