
From:
To: Planning
Subject: Support East Saanich and Hovey proposal
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 12:13:45 PM

Submitted on Mon, 03/03/2025 - 12:13pm

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Subject
Support East Saanich and Hovey proposal

First Name

Last Name

Email

Home Address

Message
Hello,

I will share a small bit of my story to illustrate a point around lack of awareness, by many,
who enjoy housing security.

I am a part of the CS Community, covered under the OCP. But Iam not a home owner. 

After 16 years renting the same upstairs suite in a home near RJ Hospital, my landlord gave
me an eviction notice, as her adult son was in need of housing. We both were devastated but
life is never a given for anyone. Change is part of life.

I had 2 months to secure a new rental. To my utter horror I discovered the cost of rents had
soared over the term of my 16 years of tenancy. I did “win the lottery” and found a basement
suite in Brentwood Bay, that I could afford. I am regarded as a low income senior and my
gross monthly income is under $3000. My rent is 46% percent of my monthly gross income.

My point is this. Unless you are looking for a rental, you can’t comprehend the enormous
challenge. Even I, as a renter since 2000, was unaware, until I needed housing.

There is a difference between wanting/ not wanting and needing. 

I need housing. I need food. I need to be able to pay utilities. I need to be able to pay to
maintain transportation, which in my case is a 2004 vehicle with mileage of just under 300000



kms.

Many strong and often strident voices are expressing what they don’t want or want. There is a
difference. 

I have been on the waitlist, for 2 years, for independent living at the Legion Manor.

I must now trust our elected officials to balance needs in the community. Not wants or don’t
wants.

Respectfully 

Brentwood Bay

Contact Email
planning@csaanich.ca

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the District of Central Saanich. It is
intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly
prohibited by all recipients unless expressly authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 



From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Renter in support of the proposed housing at 1934 Hovey Rd
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 1:20:34 PM

From: <no-reply@web-response.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2025 4:18 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Renter in support of the proposed housing at 1934 Hovey Rd

 

Submitted on Mon, 02/24/2025 - 4:18pm

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Subject
Renter in support of the proposed housing at 1934 Hovey Rd 

First Name

Last Name

Email

Home Address
 

Message
Mayor and council,

My first letter has apparently vaporized, so here’s another supporting the housing
development that would offer an expansion to Legion Manor.

I have been on their independent living waitlist for 2 years. 

I am a mother of three, grandmother to 2 girls and a wee boy. I am 71 and life resulted in
me becoming a renter in 2000. I worked only once my children were in school, which left
me with less than optimal CPP for my retirement. My work with special needs children,



although so rewarding, did not supply me with a high income.

I am considered a low income senior, and qualify for independent housing offered by the
Legion Manor.

I relocated to Brentwood Bay in 2021 after a legal forced “landlord use” eviction from my
Victoria rental home of 16 years. I was so fortunate to “win the lottery” in finding a clean,
safe and well maintained suite in the basement of a home. I consider my Landlords,
friends. 
But, renting is never forever so my present home will no longer be mine one day.

Since moving in 2021, the rents have continued to rise, and honestly and realistically I
will not be able to afford a comparable rental situation.

To say I was overjoyed to hear of the development proposal is an under statement. I
really believed that my future housing wouldn’t be so bleak after all.

Now I am uncertain as the availability of seniors housing , such as the Legion Manor, is
so desperately lacking. 

When council first turned down the development proposal I quickly did my research and
applied to more seniors affordable housing. To my dismay I found the waitlists, to be 10
years and more. The need is so enormous, for so many.

The prospect of being uprooted to another community, if in 10 years I am offered a spot,
at age 81, is dreadful. Trying to make new friends and connect into a new community
was hard enough 4 years ago.

I now volunteer with a local non profit, have made friends in the Pickleball world, belong
to a walking group and feel a sense of belonging.

I don’t want the housing development to be approved. I need it to be approved in order to
have a sense of housing safety as I age.

I appreciate your reading of this letter and welcome any correspondence any member
may choose to send.

Brentwood Bay



Can I ask that my name and address not be part of the public record? Thank you.

Contact Email
municipal.hall@csaanich.ca

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 





From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: DO NOT AMEND OCP - Opposition to Changes in the Official Community Plan
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:02:30 AM
Importance: High

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 12:06 AM
To: Mayor Ryan Windsor <Ryan.Windsor@csaanich.ca>; Chris Graham
<Chris.Graham@csaanich.ca>; Zeb King <Zeb.King@csaanich.ca>; Bob Thompson
<Bob.Thompson@csaanich.ca>; Sarah Riddell <sarah.riddell@csaanich.ca>; Gordon Newton
<Gordon.Newton@csaanich.ca>; Niall Paltiel <Niall.Paltiel@csaanich.ca>
Cc: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: DO NOT AMEND OCP - Opposition to Changes in the Official Community Plan
Importance: High
 
*Please include this feedback with your March 5, 2025 Public Hearing
 
Dear Members of the Central Saanich Council,
 
We are writing to you as concerned residents of Central Saanich to express our strong opposition
to the proposed changes to the Official Community Plan (OCP).
 
The proposed changes to the OCP are not only unnecessary but also fundamentally detrimental to
the integrity and stability of our community. Here are the key reasons why these changes should not
be considered:
 

1. You are employed by the residents, NOT the developer: The Council’s primary duty is to
serve the interests of the residents, not external developers.

2. Responsibility to respect the OCP: The current OCP was developed through extensive
community consultation and reflects the collective vision of the residents.

3. Upholding professional community planning standards: The Council is responsible for
maintaining professional community planning standards, including adherence to the OCP,
Regional Growth Strategy (RGS), and other relevant guidelines.

4. Responsibility to neighbors: The Council must consider the impacts on those who are
neighbors to the development, ensuring their concerns and well-being are prioritized,
including wildlife such as barn owls!

5. Disconnect between housing numbers and Housing Needs Report: The proposed
development does not align with the numbers outlined in the Housing Needs Report, as
housing targets have already been exceeded.

6. Technical failings of the proposal: The proposed development has numerous technical
failings that do not comply with the OCP.

7. Availability of more suitable sites: There are other more suitable sites for development,
including the Legion Manor itself!

 
Additionally, this development is completely non-compliant with the OCP land use plan. It is



situated opposite the Aurora supportive housing building, raising concerns among nearby residents
that it could potentially become supportive housing in the future. If rezoned now, the Council would
not be able to block that outcome under current housing legislation.
 
There are viable alternatives for the Legion’s 57 units that do not require the additional 130 units on
this site. Since the petition was launched, a Central Saanich Housing Report has been released
indicating that Central Saanich was required to complete 77 housing units in 6 months and has
already completed 304 units, more than three times the required number!!! There is no housing
case for this development.
 
In conclusion, the proposed changes to the OCP are not in the best interest of our community. We
the people of Central Saanich expect the Council to uphold the principles and values enshrined in
the current OCP. Let us work together to preserve the integrity, character, and rural beauty of
Central Saanich.
 
Thank you for your prompt and proper attention to this important matter.
 
Sincerely,
Cheryl, family & We the People of Central Saanich

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 





Hello, Mayor and Council, and Central Saanich residents, 

 

After hearing the news about the development on East Saanich and Hovey Road and receiving a 

brochure from the "Citizen Voices" group, I felt it was necessary that I share my views at the 

public hearing. I am a proud resident of Central Saanich, and I hope that I can provide the 

perspectives of the youth population in our community when I say that this project is definitely 

and unquestionably the right move for Central Saanich.  

 

Do we need more housing? Yes. The provincial government has told us we need 588 new homes 

over the next five years. With the Aryze plan, there is very little complexity. We either have 187 

new housing units, including 76 units of affordable housing, or we have none.  I feel strongly 

that we need to update the OCP to make CS housing more affordable. 

 

If people are concerned about the density of the new development, then it cannot possibly be the 

solution to further increase density within Legion Manor's existing property. My late 

grandmother spent many of her last years living in Legion Manor and I can say confidently that I 

am very pleased that they are a part of this project. It is a beautiful place with caring staff. 

Expanding the facility is indisputably a good idea. 

 

This location is also hugely valuable as well. No matter what it may seem, East Saanich Road is 

a major public transit and transportation corridor. The site is a mere 700 meters away from the 

Saanichton village with shops and essentials along with the Saanichton Exchange, a bus 



exchange where the 72, 75, 81, 82 and 83 meet to carry people from Swartz Bay to the heart of 

Downtown Victoria. There has rarely been a better spot for affordable housing. 

 

As a young person, I know firsthand how difficult it can be to find affordable housing in Greater 

Victoria, especially in Central Saanich. This plan is designed for some of our most vulnerable 

people, and I feel it necessary to show my compassion for them. I hope that the council supports 

this development to help our community grow in a positive way. 

 

Truth. Transparency. Integrity. Ethics. All these things are attributes I would give to plan. They 

are building stronger neighbourhoods, less divided neighbourhoods, and more diverse 

neighbourhoods for everyone. This plan is for the right buildings in the right spot with the right 

density. Thank you for your time. 



You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Support for 1934 Hovey St
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 1:57:58 PM

From: Dale Degagne  
Sent: March 1, 2025 5:31 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Support for 1934 Hovey St

 

Hi CS Council;
 
I will keep this short. 
 
It is rare for a development to come along with such a strong emphasis on affordable
housing while still finding funds to put towards amenities to support the community as a
whole. Normally, you can have a bit of one, not the other, and you need to horse trade
for it as a council. That is not the situation here. 
 
Luke and his team have brought you a socially responsible project on a silver plater.
Frankly, few others would even try to pull this off and you should count yourself lucky.
 
As a Veteran and former first responder, I would be proud for this project to be in my
community. It will do nothing but bring quality housing, amenities, and tax revenue to
Central Saanich.
 
Your support for this project should be emphatic.
 
Dale Degagne
 
 
 
 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 



You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Support for OCP Amendment & Proposed Development at 1934 Hovey Road
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 4:21:25 PM

From: Laurel Draper  
Sent: March 4, 2025 3:32 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Support for OCP Amendment & Proposed Development at 1934 Hovey Road

 

To Mayor and Council,

I’m writing to express my support for the proposed development and OCP
amendment at 1934 Hovey Road. With 57 of the 187 homes dedicated solely to
seniors and 40% of all units designated as affordable, this development directly
addresses critical housing shortages.

Access to stable, well-located housing is essential for individuals who contribute to
this community, including veterans, seniors, healthcare workers, and members of the
Tsawout Nation. Without these new homes, many will continue to struggle to find
affordable housing near their workplaces, medical services, and community
amenities.

I urge you to support this proposal and help ensure Central Saanich takes an
important step toward addressing its housing needs. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Laurel Draper

 

 

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
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You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Aryze
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 1:59:20 PM

From: Chris Hall  
Sent: March 1, 2025 4:54 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Aryze

 

I do not want to see this development procede
Alan Hall
6880 Wallace Drive Brentwood Bay 
Get Outlook for Android
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March 4, 2025 

Dear Mayor and Council  

cc: City Manager  

Re. Rezoning Proposal #PL001503 and neighbouring barn owl nest site and loss of 
barn owl hunting habitat 

My name is Sofi Hindmarch, and I have monitored barn owls in the Lower Mainland since 

2006. In 2013, I wrote both the Federal and Provincial Recovery Plan for the federally 

threatened western barn owl, and I have also written several peer-reviewed papers on 

barn owl biology with a focus on the threats the species is facing in our region. I have also 

installed over a 100 barn owl boxes in the Lower Mainland and on Vancouver Island. In 

2012, I banded five owlets at 1974 Hovey Rd in conjunction with conducting barn owl 

surveys on southern Vancouver Island 

I am writing to you as I have concerns about the proposed development and rezoning of 

lands as outlined in proposal PL001503. The proximity of this proposed development to an 

active barn owl nest site, i.e., 22 meters, is concerning and also the loss of barn owl habitat 

if this development proceeds. Further, this proposed development if approved will set a 

precedent and likely lead to future habitat loss as the integrity of the neighbourhood 

changes from rural to suburban. Barn owls are a threatened species in BC, and the main 

threat to the species is habitat loss. There are not many known active nest sites on the 
southern portion of Vancouver Island (pers. observ.)..   

Barn owls are capable of living in more suburban environments but can be very sensitive to 

changes in their environment. If this development gets approved, the developer needs to 

carefully follow the provincial develop with care guidelines for raptors. Further, given the 

proximity of this nest site to the development, careful consideration needs to be given 

whether construction can occur if this nest site is active, especially during the courtship 

and egg-laying phase when the barn owls are particularly sensitive to disturbance, and nest 

abandonment is more likely to occur. The recommended protective buffer zone around a 

barn owl nest site is 100 meters and should be expanded to 200 meters if the pair is 

nesting. Barn owls are capable of nesting year-round in BC.  

I am happy to answer any questions and provide additional information on barn owl 

ecology and nesting to help you find a viable solution that preserves habitat for this 

threatened species in Central Saanich.  

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Sofi Hindmarch, RPBio 





































You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: 1934 Hovey Road
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:02:57 AM

From: Jordan Litke  
Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 8:04 AM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Cc: Danielle Litke 
Subject: RE: 1934 Hovey Road

 

Attn: Mayor and Council

Re: 1934 Hovey Road

We were pleased to see Council bring this proposal back for consideration at a Public Hearing.
Due to other commitments, we are unable to attend tonight’s meeting but wish to voice our
support for the proposal.

We encourage Council to think big. Consider what our communities needs are right now and
what they might be 20 or 30 years down the road. Right now there is a housing shortage within
the CRD. It is difficult for many people to find a home they can afford. Families are moving out
of the community or out of province completely, in search of affordable housing.

We also encourage Council to consider what defines a ‘home’ or ‘housing’. Even though we all
live in a rural community full of single family dwellings, a home doesn’t have to be a detached
house. A home can be a basement suite, an apartment, a townhouse, and so on.

As a society, we need to expand our definition of what a home can look like. We need to
support projects that will bring a significant number of homes to our community. This specific
project will support veterans and our health care system, with 13 homes offered to workers at
the hospital, a hospital that has reduced it’s hours due to staffing issues.

As a small business owner, finding and retaining team members can be a challenge. The
labour market has shrunk, in part due to people moving away from the community to places
where housing costs are less. A project like 1934 Hovey Road will not instantly fix this problem,
but it is a significant step in the right direction.

We support this proposal because it supports our community. It supports veterans by
expanding the Legion housing. It supports our hospital by offering homes to hospital staff. It
supports small business and our local economy by bringing to market homes that the
workforce can afford.

In turn, we ask you to support this proposal.

Jordan and Danielle Litke

1246 Greig Avenue
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From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Written Submission March 5 2025 Public Hearing Central Saanich
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:04:06 AM

From: Faye McClinton  
Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 9:00 AM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Written Submission March 5 2025 Public Hearing Central Saanich

 
My name is Faye McClinton and I am a resident of Central Saanich and thus affected by
the matter before the Public Hearing.
 
I oppose the application to amend the Official Community Plan (OCP) for 1934-66
Hovey Road and 7551 East Saanich Road.
With what I see as biased media coverage, I appreciate how difficult it may be for the
Council to stay the course with the current OCP.  If Council chooses to unilaterally alter
the current OCP then public faith in the extensive work by staff and the public
consultation process that went into creating it will be eroded.  Faith once lost is difficult
to regain.  The application is not a minor amendment.
  
If council does see fit to amend the OCP I then oppose the requested variances
including variances to height, setback, lot coverage and parking.  
 
Are developers not responsible to look at existing OCPs and zoning prior to purchasing
land and drafting a new development?  If they choose to move forward then it should be
at their own risk.  Although the development community is needed to build our
future that should not be done without involvement of the people that live in the
community and the OCP  should be respected as a voice for residents.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns.
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From: Aitchison, Scott - M.P.
To: Municipal Hall; Planning
Subject: Correspondence from MP Scott Aitchison - 1934 Hovey Rd.
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 1:38:33 PM
Attachments: Outlook-v43b42hf.png

Outlook-vcrdj5wu.png
Outlook-tub2l4pf.png
Outlook-ihq23uqg.png
Outlook-ysezdn4c.png
Correspondence from MP Scott Aitchison - 1934 Hovey Road.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from scott.aitchison@parl.gc.ca. Learn why this is
important

Hello, 

Attached is a letter from MP Scott Aitchison to Mayor and Council, in regards to the
project at 1934 Hovey Rd. 

Please accept this as a written submission during the upcoming public hearing on March
5 for the 1934 Hovey Rd OCP Amendment, Rezoning and Development Permit. 

Regards, 

Parker
Parker Varnai
Manager - Parliamentary Affairs 

Office of Scott Aitchison, MP
Parry Sound–Muskoka
Shadow Minister for Housing and
Diversity and Inclusion

Follow Scott online!

   

This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be subject to parliamentary privilege. If you are not the intended recipient,
please contact the sender immediately for further instructions.
Le présent courriel et tout document joint sont confidentiels et éventuellement protégés par le secret par le privilège parlementaire. Si le
présent courriel ne vous est pas destiné, veuillez immédiatement communiquer avec l’expéditeur afin d’obtenir des instructions.
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Scott Aitchison 
Member of Parliament, Parry Sound - Muskoka 


 
March 3, 2025 
 
Central Saanich Municipal Council 
District of Central Saanich 
1903 Mount Newton Cross Road 
Saanichton, BC, V8M 2A9 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the 1934 Hovey Road housing project, a partnership between the Legion 
Manor Victoria and Aryze. You might ask what business the MP for Parry Sound-Muskoka has writing in 
support of a project on the other side of the country. I write not only as an MP, but as the Conservative 
Party of Canada Shadow Minister for Housing, and a concerned Canadian committed to solving the housing 
crisis.  
 
This project will provide 187 units of desperately needed housing in Saanichton, including over 40 units that 
have 2 bedrooms or more for the families and workers that call your community home. The unit 
composition of this development exceeds the Housing Needs Assessment for the proportion of 3-bedroom 
units provided, 13 rental units will be available at $1,200 per month, and 40% of all housing on site is 
affordable.  
 
If that is not reason enough to support this important development, this project will also ensure that the 
seniors who built this community, and veterans that fought for this country, have an affordable place to call 
home with 57 affordable studio and 1-bedroom units.  
 
I could go on and on about the accommodations already made by the Legion Manor Victoria and Aryze, 
along with an incredible package of community benefits worth over $1 million including a new little league 
turf, sidewalks, and transportation funds to the district as more reasons to support this project, but I am 
going to make the moral case instead.  
 
It is a moral failing of the highest order, that seniors and veterans across Canada are relegated to tents or 
unsuitable living conditions. Or that young people are living in cars unable to simply find a place to rent.  
There can be many explanations for this. But there is one common solution, more housing.  
 
It is that simple.  
 
This project represents an incredible opportunity for your community. To reject the failings of the past. To 
say no to the old ways of thinking. To meet the moment, and get the job done for the people who call, and 
want to call, Saanichton home.  
 
I sat in town councils my entire life before entering federal politics. I know the pressures you are under, and 
the incentives you face. I ask you all to be bold, to leave a legacy on your town. A legacy that will endure.   







 
Seize this opportunity and be part of the solution.  Just imagine the Central Saanich you can build by saying 
yes to this critical housing project at 1934 Hovey Road. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Scott Aitchison 
Member of Parliament - Parry Sound-Muskoka 
Conservative Party of Canada Shadow Minister of Housing 







 

Scott Aitchison 
Member of Parliament, Parry Sound - Muskoka 

 
March 3, 2025 
 
Central Saanich Municipal Council 
District of Central Saanich 
1903 Mount Newton Cross Road 
Saanichton, BC, V8M 2A9 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the 1934 Hovey Road housing project, a partnership between the Legion 
Manor Victoria and Aryze. You might ask what business the MP for Parry Sound-Muskoka has writing in 
support of a project on the other side of the country. I write not only as an MP, but as the Conservative 
Party of Canada Shadow Minister for Housing, and a concerned Canadian committed to solving the housing 
crisis.  
 
This project will provide 187 units of desperately needed housing in Saanichton, including over 40 units that 
have 2 bedrooms or more for the families and workers that call your community home. The unit 
composition of this development exceeds the Housing Needs Assessment for the proportion of 3-bedroom 
units provided, 13 rental units will be available at $1,200 per month, and 40% of all housing on site is 
affordable.  
 
If that is not reason enough to support this important development, this project will also ensure that the 
seniors who built this community, and veterans that fought for this country, have an affordable place to call 
home with 57 affordable studio and 1-bedroom units.  
 
I could go on and on about the accommodations already made by the Legion Manor Victoria and Aryze, 
along with an incredible package of community benefits worth over $1 million including a new little league 
turf, sidewalks, and transportation funds to the district as more reasons to support this project, but I am 
going to make the moral case instead.  
 
It is a moral failing of the highest order, that seniors and veterans across Canada are relegated to tents or 
unsuitable living conditions. Or that young people are living in cars unable to simply find a place to rent.  
There can be many explanations for this. But there is one common solution, more housing.  
 
It is that simple.  
 
This project represents an incredible opportunity for your community. To reject the failings of the past. To 
say no to the old ways of thinking. To meet the moment, and get the job done for the people who call, and 
want to call, Saanichton home.  
 
I sat in town councils my entire life before entering federal politics. I know the pressures you are under, and 
the incentives you face. I ask you all to be bold, to leave a legacy on your town. A legacy that will endure.   



 
Seize this opportunity and be part of the solution.  Just imagine the Central Saanich you can build by saying 
yes to this critical housing project at 1934 Hovey Road. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Aitchison 
Member of Parliament - Parry Sound-Muskoka 
Conservative Party of Canada Shadow Minister of Housing 





You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: 1934- 1966 Hovey Road
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 2:01:55 PM

 
From:  
Sent: March 1, 2025 4:54 PM
To: Mayor Ryan Windsor <Ryan.Windsor@csaanich.ca>; Chris Graham
<Chris.Graham@csaanich.ca>; Gordon Newton <Gordon.Newton@csaanich.ca>; Niall Paltiel
<Niall.Paltiel@csaanich.ca>; Sarah Riddell <sarah.riddell@csaanich.ca>; Bob Thompson
<Bob.Thompson@csaanich.ca>; Zeb King <Zeb.King@csaanich.ca>
Cc: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>; 
Subject: 1934- 1966 Hovey Road

 

Please explain why after spending considerable time and expanse to adopt in 2023 a
comprehensive community plan you now entertain a proposal not even close to the plan
requirements.  Why are you spending time and taxpayers money on this. There are many other issues in the
community that require your time and resources.  What is the point of a “plan” when you do not abide by it.
Or is the plan for only some people not others?

 
Thor and Debbie Powell

 
6880 Wallace Dr Brentwood Bay

 
 
 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 





You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Public Hearing - March 5, 2025
Date: Monday, March 3, 2025 1:52:47 PM

From: RT Rice  
Sent: March 2, 2025 7:18 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Cc: Sarah Riddell 
Subject: Public Hearing - March 5, 2025

 

REZONING 5 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES TO MULTI-UNIT HIGH DENSITY:
 
1.  I am firmly in support of this rezoning application.
 
2.  The developer Aryze has reduced the impact and size from a 6 storey condominium to 4 stories.  This
proposed development borders on one side the Legion Manor Seniors housing project which lessens the
visual impact of the new project.  It also  
      creates much needed rental property.
 
3.  Addressing flyer received in mail from Central Saanich Citizen Voices.
 
  a)  The OCP is a living document and is not set in stone.  It forms a useful guide and reference
document when preparing application.
 
  b)  The words "spot-rezoning" and "block busting" are taken out of context and are not relevant or useful
to the application.  At times it only breeds fear mongering which has no place in a democracy.
 
Sincerely,
R. Rice
 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 















To Council, 

I am currently a team lead at Our Place Society’s lowest barrier night shelter, where I am 
constantly faced with the devastating impacts of the current housing crisis. What many 
don’t know is that only a few years ago, I was close to being on the other end of Our Place 
Society’s services, facing possible homelessness. At the age of 24, my life had just been 
ripped to shreds after fleeing a violent marriage in Alberta, thinking I had a safe place to 
land here in Victoria. Little did I know that I was headed for another abusive living situation, 
leaving me alone with my cat and nowhere to go. I reached out to The Cridge, a local 
domestic violence organization, who immediately assigned me a case worker and began 
trying to help. Unfortunately, due to the state of affordable housing in Victoria, the options 
they could provide were slim. I remember the pit in my stomach the day my case worker 
told me that there weren’t any feasible affordable housing options that could meet my 
urgent needs. She told me that my options were to give my cat temporarily to the SPCA - 
the animal shelter where I worked at the time - and stay in the women’s transitional home, 
or attempt to find market value housing. I spent hours each day contacting potential 
landlords, only to be told that there would be two hundred other applicants viewing the 
apartment as well. I was told that if I wanted a chance at renting, I would need to out-bid 
other potential tenants. Even though I was working multiple jobs at the time, I could barely 
afford to pay the proposed rent price, let alone to outbid others. Each time I thought I had 
finally found a safe place to live, I was told that it was being given to one of the hundreds of 
other applicants that could offer more money in rent. In a city where new luxury condos are 
constantly being built and cruise ships are docking for tourists to visit, the average person 
should not be fighting just to keep their head above the water. 
 
I eventually found a safe place to live, where I currently still reside. While I’m so thankful to 
live here, I can still recognize that it is barely a suitable place for someone to be living. 
Barely more than a hallway with one exit point and only a couple small windows, I 
constantly think about how if a fire occurred in the kitchen - where my front door is - I would 
not be able to escape. When I spoke with victim services regarding the court case against 
my violent ex-husband, they told me that I was high risk for domestic homicide, and that 
my basement suite was the worst-case scenario for my situation. I was told that I should try 
to quickly find a safer place to live, but I knew that that was not an option. 
 
In my work as a homeless shelter team lead, I watch as the municipalities makes it harder 
and harder for the unhoused to exist on the street, while simultaneously doing little to 
remove the barriers to access safe and affordable housing, creating more unhoused. On 
behalf of not only my personal experience, but those of the people I help every night at 



work, I ask that all the municipalities, including Central Saanich, takes more steps towards 
giving every person a path to a safe and affordable home. Let’s start with the Hovey Road 
project that is in front of us right now, as it’s a start.  

Sincerely, 

 



To Central Saanich Council, 

 
I am a 57-year-old female that was living in an abusive relationship. A year and a half ago, I 
had to make the difficult decision to risk homelessness for my safety. I had to leave my 
home in Alberta with only what I could fit into my car and my 2 small dogs. I am not 
educated beyond some college and most of my adult years I was a stay-at-home mom 
raising kids. I didn’t have a job at the time I left, and I had no idea where I was going to go or 
how I was going to survive in the long term. For 4 months I bounced around between family 
in Oregon, friends in Victoria and Edmonton while I looked for employment. After 4 months 
of searching, I was offered a position with the BC Public Service in Victoria. I hesitated to 
take the position because I was very concerned about the housing situation here, but it 
was my only option, so I took it. 

I was right to be concerned about housing. Even with a decent job, I couldn’t afford to get 
myself my own apartment and still can’t. The market price for a 1 bedroom, 1 bath I found 
was around $1800 per month, nearly 60% of my bring home pay. Even if I found those 
situations, getting one was nearly impossible as they go fast. Realistically, what was more 
likely was a 1 bedroom at the $2000 or more a month, nearly 70% of my bring home pay. 

When I arrived here a year ago I was renting a room in someone’s basement as a temporary 
solution until I found something else. After a couple months there, I was able to find a 
roommate situation, sharing a 2-bedroom 1 bath basement suite in Central Saanich with 
someone I didn't know. I love it in Central Saanich, and it is close to my work in Keating 
Business Park. However, only having a roommate agreement with someone that I didn’t 
know prior to moving in, has left me with the insecurity of when this situation will end and if 
it does, what will I do. I literally feel like the only thing I have going for me is that I own my 
car, so I’ll always have that to live in. This kind of housing insecurity is a constant stress. 

I’ve investigated housing through CRHC and was told that there is a 10+ years waiting 
period to get into anything subsidized which I will require once I hit 71. So, I figured, okay, 
get your name on the waiting list only to find out that I make $2000 per year too much to 
even get my name on a 10 plus year waiting list. Why in the world is there an income limit to 
get your name on a waiting list? Maybe they should reconsider those income limits, 
because based on housing costs in Victoria, the amounts they have are too low.  I’ve 
applied for housing Co-ops, but again, who knows how long I’ll be on those waiting lists. I 
was told by one that it’s hard to get into one as a single person. Everywhere I turn, there is 
no hope for ever having my own home that is safe and secure. 

A few months ago, I was travelling down Hwy 17, passing the intersection to go into Sidney. 
There was a clearly unhoused woman set up there on the corner. Not only did it break my 
heart, but my first thought was that that could be me. The next time I saw her, RCMP were 
removing her. 

I know the situation with the unhoused in Victoria has presented a lot of challenges. It is a 
sad situation. The reality is, without more affordable housing being built and available, this 



problem is going to continue to grow. People like me, people that have had difficult life 
circumstances happen that are out of their control, people that have jobs, don’t have drug 
or alcohol issues, that are responsible but just can’t afford the exorbitant housing costs, 
will become homeless if there are not available options. For me it is looking 15 years in the 
future when I am 71 years old and can’t work full-time any longer and won’t have a full 
pension of any kind. If I don’t find some kind of subsidized housing situation where I can’t 
be kicked out of before I’m no longer able to work in my position, I will be unhoused. I won’t 
be able to afford much of any rent on what I will be making.  

Not only does this issue affect seniors, but also young adults. As we see young people 
come into adulthood, they will need places to live. Or do we expect they will live with their 
parents forever? How about young families? Buying homes in Victoria is pretty much 
impossible for most people. If we don't have rental solutions, the unhoused issue will 
continue to get worse. Something needs to be done. We need more housing projects like 
Hovey Road that will increase the inventory of available rental properties. Higher inventory 
will mean prices will be more affordable because there will be competition. It will also 
provide security to tenants that if they have to move, they will find someplace else that is 
affordable. They don't have to depend on unsafe housing conditions or put up with difficult 
landlords to have a place to live. 

I know I am not the only one facing these challenges out there. I can tell you it was an 
impossible and frightening decision when I was trying to figure out how I could leave an 
unsafe situation with little to no options. I know there are many abuse victims that must 
stay for this very reason. They risk their lives and the lives of their children because they 
have no options. I know there are other people like me that haven’t had much of a career 
due to childrearing and are getting close to the end of their working careers and have little 
to no options.  I know there are seniors that need affordable housing right now. As well 
there are many young people that can hardly survive out there. The fact that it’s not an 
automatic yes to this kind of housing being built is shocking. By saying no, you’re simply 
contributing to the problem of the unhoused. 

Thank you for keeping my circumstances in mind on this development proposal. 

 

 Kind regards, 

 
 

 





need to be implemented as we can not rely on average wages to catch up, especially with the potential of 
a trade war with our southern neighbour starting this week. I implore council to make changes to benefit 
not only myself, but my coworkers, my community and the young families struggling to pay their bills 
and feed their children. 

John Read 
Employed in Central Saanich



To Council, 

I wanted to take a moment to share my experience over the past 12 years as a tenant, 
witnessing the drastic changes in the rental housing market on Southern Vancouver Island. 
Right after graduating high school, I rented a brand-new 2-bedroom basement suite in 
Saanich with a roommate for $500 a month each, with utilities included. At that time, I 
worked full-time at a minimum wage job, I made $10.45 per hour and food costs were still 
affordable, so I lived comfortably enough. Over the years, however, the cost of housing 
skyrocketed, and affording both a roof over my head and food quickly became my biggest 
source of continuous stress. 

  

I then moved to Salt Spring Island for seven years. When I returned to Vancouver Island in 
2023, seeking a slightly higher-paying position at a second business location and to be 
closer to family, I found myself unable to afford food after paying my rent. I was working 
full-time at $18 per hour, paying $1250 for a room in a shared 2-bedroom basement suite. 
My roommate and I paid $75 each per month for utilities, with no meter to track usage, and 
an additional $50 each per month for internet. 

  

I commuted for an hour each way to work because I could not find anything more 
affordable nearby. After covering car insurance, car payments, phone bill, and gas, I was 
left with only about $800 a month to cover everything else. On top of this, I was dealing with 
a back injury that required $500 a month for chiropractic, disc compression therapy, and 
physiotherapy to continue working my job. The company I worked for did not offer any 
health benefits. I have gone over 4 years without being able to consistently take prescribed 
ADHD medication because I cannot afford it and the cost of the medication has continued 
to rise to $245 a month. With just $300 remaining a month for food and other essentials like 
shampoo, toothpaste, and toilet paper, I often went without food. I became very thin and I 
was often sick, likely due to stress and lack of proper nutrition. I could not afford to take 
any time off work when I was sick. I have not once been able to take a 2 week vacation in 
my entire life. 

  

Realizing I needed to make more money to simply survive, I made the difficult decision to 
change careers, even though I had been working my dream job for three years. I began 
working for BCEHS at $31 per hour, but the only pet-friendly rental I could find in the area 
was a tiny 1-bedroom apartment in Langford, costing $2276 per month, with no utilities 
included. Parking was an additional $60 per month, Wi-Fi cost $80, and utilities were $25. 



The total cost for rent, deposits, and first month's rent came to $4552 before utilities. My 
rental/rental expenses alone were around $2480 per month. With paychecks of about 
$3272 per month after taxes, I was left with less than $800 to cover car insurance, phone 
bills, car payments, food, and all other expenses. I still couldn’t afford to feed myself, and I 
found myself relying on food banks. 

A year later, I received a notice from the building manager that my rent would be increasing 
the maximum amount allowed, from $2276 to around $2355. Since my year long lease was 
expiring, I decided to look for a higher-paying job and a cheaper rental. I found a similar 
paying job and a more affordable rental, closer to work in Central Saanich in the Keating 
Business Park. The new rental was a 2-bedroom unit, costing $2500 per month, with 
utilities included except for Wi-Fi at $70 per month. The damage deposit, pet deposit, and 
first month's rent cost me $5000. My paychecks were $1700 bi-weekly, so my total income 
was $3400 per month. I had to leave and am now staying with a friend while I wait to find an 
affordable option. 

  

However, my roommate bailed out last minute before the rent was due, and I was left 
covering the entire cost on my own. I spent three months trying to find another roommate, 
but due to the location and the lack of maintenance by the landlord, no one was interested. 
I was left with just $900 per month to pay all of my bills, including internet, car insurance, 
phone bill, gas, food, and all other expenses. Once again, I couldn't afford to feed myself. 
Despite working full-time in a government job, I could not afford to live or eat. Benefits were 
still not offered at my government job. I cannot afford to maintain my vehicle; I haven’t been 
able to buy new clothes in years—my clothes are full of holes and my shoes deteriorating. I 
still cannot afford ADHD medication. 

  

I have chosen not to have children because I know that they would suffer the same stress 
that I have. Recently, I saw a tiny bachelor suite (zero bedrooms) listed for $2000 per month 
in Central Saanich, with no utilities included. This is outrageous. I was born and raised 
here, and even though I work a decent-paying, full-time government job, I cannot afford to 
live in my own town. There are rental subsidies available for families, but what about single 
people like myself who work extremely hard just to afford the bare essentials? The waitlist 
for assistance is over 10 years long, and I don’t even qualify because I “make too much.” 
The province is beyond out of touch, and I am left feeling disgusted. Local businesses are 
closing every week. Nobody can afford to live here, let alone people working entry level 
paying jobs to keep those businesses open. Housing insecurity is a real thing.  



  

It’s a constant stress not knowing where I’m going to live or if I can afford to eat. Should 
people have to choose between a house to live in or whether to eat? It is also a hopeless, 
desolate feeling to know that I will never be able to afford to have children or own a home. 

This problem is going to continue to grow if we don’t see more rental housing built, and 
especially affordable rentals like those proposed with the Hovey Road project. 

 

Haley Jones 
Live and work for BC Public Service in Central Saanich 
 



To Council

I am writing to have my voice heard as a tenant regarding the Hovey Road project.

I arrived in BC in 2021 for the first time excited to begin a new job in an exciting field. I was 
warned prior to moving to the Greater Victoria area that housing could be a challenge. But I thought, 
“I’ve lived in four provinces, I can hit the ground running and find a place.” I knew with the cost of living I 
would be with roommates. Nearly six weeks later I was still struggling to find a place I could afford, and 
competing with the large amount of other people trying to find a place to live. Through the good graces 
of a short-term place I was only meant to stay at for two weeks while searching, the lovely owner 
allowed me to stay while I continued to search for a place to live before she sold her place. 

I found another place with roommates, had to move a second time after that, and find myself in 
the hunt for a place with roommates again in 2025. The prospect of finding a place on my own that is 
affordable seems less and less likely, so I continue to search for roommate situations. I am not a student 
with minimal work, or someone without work, or working for minimum wage. I work full-time, and 
sometimes more, in a professional field at a wage that should be considered comfortable. Yet, I find 
myself on edge again that I will struggle to find a place I can afford. I constantly keep my eye out for 
another roommate situation so most of my pay doesn’t go to just rent, along with the worry that I can 
find a place with the intense competition among people just looking for a roof over their heads. 

There has been an abject failure of policy and decision making at the federal, provincial and 
local government levels that has created this crisis. These impacts have been visible and visceral in many 
ways, something I did not think would seep into my work, but it has:

 Shelters are beyond capacity, and more people seeking community services are not just 
people who struggle with mental health and addictions. More and more people seeking 
services (shelter and food) are working individuals, living out of their vehicles because 
finding a place to live and a place they can afford is beyond difficult. 

 Emergency Support Services (ESS) – a service meant to provide 72 hours of immediate 
shelter, food and clothing in the event people lose their homes, often from fires – is now 
being extended for weeks and even months as people cannot find another place to live, or 
find themselves in a market where they can not afford what is available. The cost of this to 
taxpayers is beyond what proactive efforts to champion affordable housing would cost.

 There are people staying in unhealthy relationships because the prospect of having to find a 
place that will not drain their bank account as a single person is daunting and, yes, not 
possible. You do not see the dangers that lurk behind closed doors. 

 A stratified community and thus a lack of community. This is not a community I or many 
others want to live in – where working hard at good careers still leaves you lacking at the 
end of the day. Talent and good people are deterred from coming here, will and are leaving. 
This is becoming a place where money buys you entry and the rest can leave. If this trend 
continues the future feels dystopian, a place where there is no middle ground and no 
welcome. 

I am realistic about the fact local government does not dictate the policies of higher levels of 
government, but they do make decisions that impact the residents and voters they were elected to 
serve. With that there are concrete actions I believe can be taken to serve the community better: 

1) Zoning for apartments and less on single family homes. It is possible to have more density, 
containing urban sprawl, meaning less building over the nature we love here. More people 
can be housed in livable communities, and we can have gardens at our back door.



2) Affordable and mixed income housing. These same buildings can have rental and ownership 
structures that account for the income that most people make, not to the exorbitant prices 
that less people can afford. Economical development can exist.

Decision makers need to start working outside of the box and make bold decisions. There is a 
crisis and there is a piece of the housing puzzle local government owns and can change. Failure to act 
and make bold decisions where local authority has purview rightly falls on the shoulders of local elected 
officials. Generations – seniors on pensions, young graduates, working adults trying to build stable lives 
– are watching and they are judging your actions. How will you act as an elected public servant? 

Danielle Talevski
Employed in Central Saanich



You don't often get email from  why this is important

From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: petition-add signature
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:01:30 AM

From: Terry Sevold  
Sent: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 11:04 PM
Cc: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Fwd: petition-add signature

 

With regards to the Hovey Road property development being considered at this time in Central
Saanich:

P E T I T I O N To Central Saanich Municipal Council:  Save Our Neighbourhoods & Hovey Road from
Development that Violates our Official Community Plan 
With regard to the Official Community Plan (OCP) Hearing to allow a Multi-Unit development at 1934–1966
Hovey Road, we the undersigned strongly emphasize that the Central Saanich Municipal Council is accountable to
us as residents and taxpayers and should abide by our Official Community Plan which was developed over a 3 year
period with citizens advisory groups, extensive public engagement, professional consultants and substantial cost.
We, the undersigned residents of Central Saanich request that:
1. Council abide by the Central Saanich Official Community Plan (OCP) and deny this OCP amendment
2. Council continues to abide by the Official Community Plan in future development matters unless or until the OCP
is changed at a future review process involving public input

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:petition

Date:Tue, 4 Mar 2025 22:59:09 -0800
From:Terry Sevold 

Hello,

I could not sign the petition you had online.

I do believe that this endeavour should not go ahead as planned by the developer. Aryze
is not doing our community a favour with this enterprise.

Please add my name to your petition to request that this not be approved without public
consent. It definitely is not part of the Official Community Plan of April 2023, and so it
does not fit the community.



Thank you,

Terry Sevold

Brentwood Bay, BC

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 



From: Municipal Hall
To: Planning
Subject: FW: Petition scans 4 March 2025 LOTS 1 TO 5
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 2:33:35 PM
Attachments: MARCH 4 Petitions Lot 1.pdf

MARCH 4 Petitions LOT 2.pdf
MARCH 4 Petitions LOT 3.pdf
MARCH 4 Petitions LOT 4.pdf
MARCH 4 Petitions LOT 5.pdf

 
From: Brian Smith  
Sent: March 4, 2025 2:09 PM
To: Municipal Hall <Municipal.Hall@csaanich.ca>
Subject: Fw: Petition scans 4 March 2025 LOTS 1 TO 5

 
To Mayor and Council,
 
Here are five batches of 15 sheets that make up the last of 95 names of petitioners. Please ad
them to the correspondence for tomorrow nights public hearing.  In total there have been 391
people sign our petition to NOT change the OCP and zoning bylaws.
The hard copies will all be presented at the public hearing tomorrow night .
 
 
Brian & Josée Smith 
on behalf of centralsaanich.citizensvoices
 
----

 

“The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information of the
District of Central Saanich. It is intended for review only by the person(s) named above. Dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited by all recipients unless expressly
authorized otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.” 
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